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Advertisement. 


*  T  HEN  the  reader  is  informed 
/  that  the  following  tradt  was 
written  by  tile  late  earl  of  Orford,  who 


faithfully  ferved  the  crown  five  and 
twenty  years,  he  will  naturally  expedt 
loin e thing  above  the  common  level  of 
publications.  It  is  prefumed  he  will  not 
be  difappointed.  For,  notwithftanding 
Mr.  Walpole  was  expelled  the  home  of 
commons  when  he  wrote  this  piece, 
(which  was  in  the  year  1713,  when 
he  was  only  Robert  Walpole  efq;  and 
lay  under  the  difgrace  of  a  Tory  mi¬ 
ni  dry,  who  were  afterwards,  as  they 
mod  juftly  deferved,  impeached  of 
high-treafon,  and  other  high  crimes 
and  mifdemeanors,  having  both  betray¬ 
ed  their  country,  and  impofed  the  molt 
infamous  fallacies  on  their  fove- 
reign)  yet  whoever  confiders  his  ftation 
in  life,  his  connections,  and  his  un- 
queltionable  abilities,  will  readily  allow, 
he  could  not  hand  in  need  of  the  very 
befl  information;  confequently  what¬ 
ever  he  penned  mud  be  worthy  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  public.  Therefore  al¬ 
though  he  was  not  m  the  honfe,  during 


home  part  of  the  ever-memorable  period 
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lie  treats  of,  yet  it  cannot  convey  even 
the  ieaft  grounds  for  fufpicion,  that  he 
was  ignorant  of  what  pa  fled  there.  On 
the  contrary,  if  he  bad  not  been  ex¬ 
pelled  the  houfe  of  commons,  it  is  more 
than  probable  this  piece  would  not  have 
been  written;  therefore  it  may  reafon- 
ably  be  prefumed,  that  when  he  deter¬ 
mined  upon  it,  he  furnifhed  himfelf 
with  the  moft  authentic  information, 
which  none  will  doubt  he  could  very 
readily  obtain.  Indeed  the  piece  fpeaks 
for  itfelf;  the  reader  will  And  that  it 
contains  no  fmall  number  of  fadts,  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  conduct  of  a  packed  parli- 
ment,  which  approved  of  the  infamous 
peace  of  Utrecht.  If  it  ihould  be 
aflced,  “  Why  publish  facts  of  this  fort, 
at  fo  critical  a  juncture  as  the  prefent  ?” 
It  will  beanfwered,  “  For  the  belt  reafon 
that  can  be  given,  becaufe,  on  many 
accounts,  no  time  fo  proper ;  they  not 
bearing  the  leaft  application  to  any  late 
tranf actions,  although  it  is  poflible  they 
may  to  thofe  of  feme  future  period.” 


T  O 


TO  THE 

RIGHT  HONOURABLE 

THE 


Lord 


# 


My  Lord, 

"l"!  THEN  a  man  refolves  to 
V  V  turn  author,  he  imme¬ 
diately  looks  out  for  fome 
great  man,  under  whofe  protec¬ 
tion,  he  hopes  his  works  may 
come  into  the  world  better  recom 
mended ;  and  though  private  in- 

tereft 


m. 
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tereft  lias  generally  a  great  influ¬ 
ence  in  the  choice  of  patrons,  I 
was  refolv’d  upon  this  occafion, 
without  any  other  regard,  to  fix 
upon  a  person,  whom  all  the 
world  inou’d  agree  to  have  the 
bell  right  and  tide  to  this  dedi¬ 
cation  :  and  here  it  was  impofli- 
bie  to  be  long  at  a  lofs ;  were  1 

to  celebrate  the  Addons  of  Blen- 

« 

helm,  Ramifies,  and  Oudenard, 
to  whom  cou’d  I  think  of  infcri- 
bing  fuch  an  undertaking,  but  to 
the  great  general  who  was  known 
to  command  on  thofe  glorious 
days,  and  without  naming  his 
name,  every  body  wou’d  agree  to 
whom  alone  the  honour  was  due ; 
in  commemorating  the  three  laft 
winter  campaigns  in  parliament, 

which 
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which  though  not  expofed  to 
much  danger,  muft  be  allow  j  to 
require  fome  conduft  and  Gene¬ 
ralship,  at  whofe  feet  cou’d  I 
think  of  laying  this  treatife,  but 
at  your  lordfhip’s,  and  to  mention 
your  name,  wou  d  be  to  fuppofe 
that  the  fame  and  reputation 
which  you  have  acquir’d  by  re¬ 
trieving  the  affairs  of  the  French 
king,  was  not  as  well  known  to  all 
the  world  as  the  miftaken  glo¬ 
ry  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough 
in  d  iff  reding  him ;  your  troops, 
it  muft  be  confeffed,  were  good, 
ready  at  the  word  of  command, 
to  go  upon  any  attack,  refolute 
and  determin’d  to  go  thro’  upon . 
all  adventures ;  but  yet  as  the 
glory  of  conducing  them  is  en- 
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tirely  due  to  your  lordfhip,  I  beg 
leave  to  lay  before  you  this  fhort 
treatife,  which  I  have  undertaken, 
not  out  oi  any  affedion  to  fcrib- 
ling,  much  lefs  with  hopes  of 
any  reward  from  your  ••  lordfhip. 
I  will  therefore  neither  prefix  your 
name,  nor  lubfcnbe  my  own, 
trailing  that  the  world  will  eafily 
know-  the  one,  and  hardly  gueis 
at  the  other. 

In  writing  this  fhort  hiftory, 

I  have  endeavour’d  to  date  all  the 
fads  fairly,  and  in  their  true 
light,  that  the  whole  world  may 
be  judge  of  the  Benefits  they  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  prefent  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  that  all  England  may 
fee,  what  they  have  done  for  the 
quiet  of  thefe  nations  and  the  uni- 

verfal 
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v erf al good f  and  that  the  freehol¬ 
ders  may  at  the  next  election,  if 

they  think  fit,  make  choice  of 
fuch  men,  as  are  refolv’d  to  aSl 

up 07i  the  fame  principles ,  with  the 
fame  prudence  and  vigour ,  and 
under  the  fame,  I  mean  your 
lordlhip’s,  aufpicious  influence. 

No  doubt,  my  lord,  the  Ex¬ 
pence  of  management  has  been 
great,  but  had  one  fliort  rule 
been  obferv’d,  and  had  the  mem¬ 
bers  receiv’d  no  more,  than  they 
truly  deferv’d  from  their  country, 
I  am  of  opinion,  the  commons 
might  have  been  paid,  as  they  are 
faid  to  have  paid  the  nations 
debts,  without  one  farthing  charge 
to  the  people. 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  detract 

from 
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from  the  honour  of  that  noble 
afiembiy ;  but  if  it  were  no  of¬ 
fence  to  your  lordfhip's  great  mo- 
defty,  I  wou’d  take  upon  me  to 
lay,  they  could  never  have  per¬ 
form'd  fo  many  remarkable  Cer¬ 
vices ,  had  they  not  firmly  ad¬ 
her’d  to  your  lor  dill  in,  and  their 
monofy  llables . 

To  thefe  therefore,  and  your 
lordfhip,  the  honour  is  due  of 
all  that  the  following  facets  con¬ 
tain  ;  To  your  lord ihin’s  great 
truth  and  imcerity,  is  owing 
the  prefent  indefeafible  fecurity 
of  the  protelf  ant  fuccefiion  in  the 
Houfe  of  Hanover,  and  the  per¬ 
fect  friendfhip  between  her  ma- 
jefty  and  that  illuftrious  Houle. 
To  your  lordiliip’s  zeal,  lor  the 

eftablilh’d 
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eftablifh’d  religion,  and  averfion 
to  fanaticifm,  is  owing  the  fafety 
of  our  church ;  To  the  love  of 
your  country,  and  your  deep  fkill 
in  foreign  affairs,  is  owing  the 
glory  of  the  peace,  •  and  the 
ballance  of  power  in  Europe ; 
To  your  great  wifdom  we  owe 
the  extention  of  our  trade;  and 
to  your  vigilance,  the  demoli¬ 
tion  of  Dunkirk;  in  fhort,  to 
your  lordfhip’s  dexterity  and  mu¬ 
nificence,  we  owe  what  was  done 
in  the  one  houfe,  and  to  your 
eloquence,  perfpicuity,  and 
twelve  peers ,  whatever  was  done 
in  the  other. 

I 

Thus,  my  lord,  the  merit  of 
all  that  has  of  late  been  tranf- 
afied,  may  ,  be  juftly  attributed 

( '  to 
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to  your  lord.fh.ip  ;  There  are 
fome,  very  few  I  hope,  who  may 

deny  your  lordfhip  thefe  attri¬ 
butes,  and  fewer  yet,  who  will 
be  unwilling  they  fhou’d  meet 
with  their  juft  reward, 

I  am,  & c. 


£3*  This  dedication  was  to  the  earl  of 
Oxfoid,  who  was  afterwards  impeached  of 
high  treafcn. 


A 
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A  SHORT 

HISTORY 

OF  THE 

PARLIAMENT, 

In  1756. 


T  has  been  ufual,  at  the  end  of  for¬ 
mer  parliaments,  to  give  the  world 
feme  account  or  hiftory  of  their  pro¬ 
ceedings  ;  and  as  this  parliament  may 

be  truly  faid  to  have  difiinguiihed  them- 
felves  from  all  that  ever  went  before 
them ;  I  think  it  but  a  piece  of  juftice 
due  to  them,  to  thofe  that  chofe  them, 
and  to  thofe  who  are  foon  to  proceed  to 

a  new  eledlion,  to  give  a  fhort  fketch 

% 

of  their  moft  extraordinary  tranfadtions; 
which,  I  doubt  not,  will  preferve  the 
memory  of  this  parliament  to  posterity. 


C 


For 
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Former  parliaments  have  reckon’d 
it  their  chief  honour  and  glory,  to 
have  faithfully  difcharg’d  the  part  o! 
patriots,  and  with  ail  due  regard  to 
the  prerogative,  thought  it  the  princi¬ 
pal  duty  of  the  reprefentative  of  the 
people,  to  watch  over,  and  fecure  the 
rights,  privileges,  liberties,  and  pro¬ 
perties  of  the  fubjedtj  what  care  or 
concern  of  this  kind  has  been  feen  in 
this  parliament,  I  need  not  fay :  they 
have  prided  themfelves  in  the  titles  of 
dutiful  and  loyal,  a  character  that  no 
future  parliament  will  ever  want,  that 
will  be  ready  always  to  comply  with, 
and  lupport  the  projects  of  an  enter- 

prizing  miniflry :  but  let  the  ele&ors 
conlider,  whether  fuch  qualifications 

•  are  fitter  for  a  member  of  parliament  of 
G  reat  Britain,  or  the  parliament  of 
Paris. 


At 
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At  the  time  this  parliament  was 
chofen,  all  thinking  men  were  under 
the  greateft  apprehenfions  of  the  dread¬ 
ful  confequences  that  muft  attend  fuch 
a  fudden  change  of  affairs  as  was  then 
feen,  and  carried  on  with  fo  much  fury. 

The  former  mealures  moft  vifibly 
tended  to  nothing,  but  confirming  a 
noble  alliance,  form’d  to  reduce  the 
exorbitant  power  of  France,  to  re- 
fcue  Spain  and  the  Indies  from  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon,  and  thereby  to 
fettle  a  true  ballance  of  power  in  Europe, 
to  fecure  the  proteftant  intereft,  and  in 
particular  the  proteftant  iucceffion  to 
the  crown  of  Great  Britain. 

Thefe  great  ends  were  the  chief  view 
of  thofe,  that  ierv’d  the  queen,  for  the 
eight  firft  years  of  her  reign ;  and  with 
what  fuccefs  theyferv’d  her,  their  worft 
enemies  do  confefs. 


But 
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But  when  a  new  fcheme  was  concert¬ 
ed,  the  contrary  meafures  were  imme¬ 
diately  to  be  enter'd  upon  ;  the  war 
muft  be  ended,  the  grand  alliance 
dilTolv’d,  and  to  perfed  all,  peace  and 
a  find:  friendfliip  with  France  muft  be 
concluded. 

But  as  thefe  dodrines,  when  they  were 
entirely  new,  were  at  ftrft  furprizing 
and  Blocking  to  all  the  nation,  to  fur- 
mife  fuch  events,  was  call’d  malice  and 
faclion ;  If  any  fuch  thing  cou’d  be  de- 
fign’d,  the  parliament,  to  be  fure, 
wou’d  never  come  into  it,  and  this 
was  to  be  our  great  fecurity;  but  how 
far  the  fears  and  apprehenfions  of  all 
honeft  men  have  been  juftified  by  the 
event,  is  now  no  longer  a  queftion  ;  and 
as  without  the  concurrence  of  a  parlia¬ 
ment,  it  was  impoffible  to  have  plung’d 
the  nation  into  fuch  inextricable  diffi¬ 
culties,  I  will  give  you  a  Biort  view, 

what 
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what  a  fhare  the  parliament  has  had  in 
this  wonderful  undertaking,  and  how 
far  they  have  'contributed  to  the  ruin 
of  their  country. 

I  have  too  much  charity  to  believe, 
that  all,  who  have  been  confenting  to 
thefe  pernicious  meafures,  equally  de- 
fign’d  the  mifchiefs  that  have  come 
upon  us;  Thofe,  who  have  had  the 
management  of  this  great  machine, 
and  feem  indeed  to  underhand  nothing, 
but  the  managing  of  parties,  and 
making  a  proper  ufe  of  the  weaknefs, 
and  corruption  of  mankind,  knew  this 

defperate  game  was  not  to  be  play’d, 
but  by  the  utmoft  diffimulation,  and 
by  deceiving,  and  impoling  upon  great 
numbers  of  well-meaning  men  :  fpe- 
cious  pretences  have  never  been  want¬ 
ing  to  gild  the  bitter  pill,  and  the  na¬ 
tion  by  degrees  has  been  drawn  into 
thefe  extremes  :  but  as  gentlemens  eyes 

begin 
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begin  to  be  open’d,  they  furely  will 
refent  luch  intolerable  treatment,  and 
when  they  find,  that  what  they  were 
told  of  other  people,  was  utterly  falfe  ; 
and  that  all  the  great  advantages,  they 
were  made  to  hope  for,  from  this  new 
fcheme,  end  in  nothing,  or  what  is 
worfe,  in  the  ruin  of  their  country; 
they  will  begin  to  think,  before  it’s  too 
late,  what  muil  be  the  unavoidable 
confequence,  if  theyperfift  to  go  blind¬ 
ly  on,  and  follow  the  dictates  of  thofe, 
who  have  thus  grofly  deluded  them. 

As  there  was  nothing,  which  queen, 
lords  and  commons  in  all  former  parlia¬ 
ments,  and  the  whole  nation  had  ex¬ 
press’d  a  greater  zeal  and  concern  for, 
than  fecuring  Spain  and  the  Weft- Indies 

to  the  Iloufe  of  Auftria,  it  had  been  too 
grofs,  at  the  find:  opening  of  this  parlia¬ 
ment,  to  have  difcover’d  the  dcfign  of 
giving  them  entirely  into  the  hands  of 

France; 
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France;  The  commons  therefore  are 
taught  to  declare,  for  *  a  vigorous  pro¬ 
secution  of  the  war  in  all  its  parts ,  and 
efpecially  in  Spain,  for  it  was  not  yet 
time  to  take  off  the  mafk  and  confefs 
that  the  war  was  to  be  ended,  let  the 
confequence  be  what  it  would. 

Soon  after  an  account  comes  of  an 
a&ion  in  Spain,  much  to  the  difadvan- 
tage  of  king  Charles,  which  her  majefty 
communicates  to  the  parliament.  The 
commons,  ftill  zealous  for  the  war  in 
Spain;  think  it  neceffary  for  her  majefty 
to  give  directions  %  for  fending  and  pro¬ 
curing  more  troops  to  repair  this  lofs ,  and 
not  difcouragd  by  misfortunes,  promife  to 
ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours,  to  enable  her 
majefty  to  carry  on  the  juft  and  neceffary 
war,  in  which  floe  was  engag  d ;  and  to 

Support  her  in  J'uch  meafures,  as  on  tuis 
J  **  ])  occafion 
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%  Commons  Addrefs,  Jan .  3.  *710* 


occajion  jboud  be  thought  proper  to  re¬ 
trieve  the  lojs  in  Spain.  So  the  war  at 
that  time  it  fee  ms  was  jujl  and  necefary,. 
and  Spain  at  any  rate  was  then  thought 
worth  the  having :  and  yet,  methinks, 
if  we  had  been  very  much  in  earned:, 
even  at  that  time,  we  ftiould  have  heard 
of  forces  fent  from  hence,  or  foreigners 
hir’d  to  repair  this  lofs ;  but  as  the  par¬ 
liament  had  never  any  curiofity  to  en¬ 
quire  how  far  this  add  refs  had  been 
comply ’d  with,  I  am  afraid,  king 
Charles,  from  that  hour,  never  found 

any  effedt  of  this  great  zeal  for  his 
fervice. 

However,  public  declarations  in  his 
favour  are  dill  thought  neceffary. 
Upon  the  death  of  the  Emperor,  to 
prevent  the  ill  confequence  thereof,  * 
the  inter  ep  of  the  houj'e  of  Aupia  are  to 

be 
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be  fupported,  and  the  utmoji  endeavours 
are  to  be  usd,  to  promote  the  ekdlion  of 
the  kingoj  Spain  to  the  empire.  Tilde 
endeavours  are  us’d,  and  prove fuccefsful; 
but  who  would  have  thought  at  that 
time,  that  the  empire  was  to  be  pur¬ 
chas’d  by  king  Charles,  at  fo  dear  a 
rate,  as  the  lofs  of  the  crown  of  Spain  » 
but  fo  it  has  happen’d,  and  the  only 
argument  that  has  been  us’d,  for  giving 
Spain  to  king  Philip,  has  been  to  pre- 
ferve  the  ballance  of  power  in  Europe, 
which  would  otherwife  be  in  danger 
from  the  conjunction  of  the  empire  and 
Spain ;  but  I  dare  anfwer  for  the  parlia¬ 
ment,  whatever  others  might  deiign, 
they  did  not  in  the  leaf!;  forefee  this  un¬ 
happy  confequence  :  thus  we  fee  thro’ 
the  whole  courfe  of  this  firft  feffion, 
this  padiament  was  zealoufly  devoted 
to  the  intereft  of  king  Charles,  as  king 

of  Spain 

D  2 


Before 


Before  the  next  fefiion,  a  project  of 
peace  had  been  fet  on  foot,  and  the 
world  began  to  fufpedt,  that  Spain  was 
now  to  be  given  up  to  the  houfe  of  Bour¬ 
bon  ;  I  muft  do  the  padiament  that  juf- 
tice  to  confefs,  that  this,  at  fr  ft,  gave 

'  r  'fc  t 

offence  to  a  great  many  ;  they  knew  not 
very  well,  how  to  relifh  fuch  a  direCfc 
contradiction  to  all  they  had  been  faying, 
and  doing  for  fo  many  years  pad: ;  and 
with  thefe  fentirnents,  ’tis  very  well 
known,  that  moll  gentlemen  came  out 
of  the  country,  to  attend  the  fecond  fef- 
fion  of  parliament ;  but  a  few  proroga¬ 
tions,  fome  town  converfation,  and  a 
little  fecret  conviction,  brought  this 
matter  to  a  compofition  ;  and  in  cafe 
nothing  was  faid  exprefly  of  Spain,  a 

'  *  _  i 

general  addrefs,  *  full  of  entire  confidence , 
and  fatisfiadlion  in  the  juft  and  honourable 

•t  ,  .  »  <  v  T 

peace  in  'view,  which  nobody  then  knew 
one  word  of,  was  agreed  to. 

”  Thi 

*  Commons  Addrefs,  Decemb.  8,  1 7 1 1 <» 
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This  matter  then  was  to  be  managed 
a  little  more  tenderly,  and  the  commons 
were  to  be  taught  a  new  leffon ;  in  or¬ 
der  to  this  a  pamphlet  called  The  ConduBof 
the  Allies,  See.  was  publifh’d,  and  a  great 
deal  of  induftry  ufed  to  make  this  the 
political  creed  of  the  party ,  which  all  the 
Orthodox  friends  of  France  embrac’d 


very  readily  ;  and  in  this  was  to  be  iound 
the  whole  fcheme  of  the  proceeding  of 
that  fefiion :  This  mafter-piece,  fill’d 
with  falfities,  and  mifreprefentations, 

X  ' 

was  no  fooner  difpers’d  and  canvafs’d 

v  •  / 

in  the  world,  but  it  produc’d  the  defir’d 
e ffed,  affording  arguments  for  artful 
and  ill-defigning  indruments,  to  prevent 


i 


and  prejudice  the  minds  of  weak  and 
deluded  people,  and  firing  others,  who 


had  no  leifure  or  opportunity  to  be  bet¬ 
ter  inform’d,  with  refentment  and  in- 
dignation  againft  all  the  allies,  who, 
they  had  been  made  to  believe,  had 


dealt  fo  unfaithfully  with  us.;  and  ac- 
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cordingly  addreffes  are  made  in  parlia¬ 
ment,*/^  accounts  of  the  quota's  and  pro¬ 
portions  of  her  majefly  and  her  allies  during 
the  war ,  and  how  the  fame  have  been  ob- 
ferved,  for  all  treaties  for  raifing  and  aug¬ 
menting  proportions,  -j~  and  whatever  elfe 
was  thought  neceflary  for  carrying  on 
the  grand  defign.  Thefe  addrefies  pro¬ 
duce  lhates  of  the  war,  prepar’d  by  thofe 
who  had  procur’d  ’em  to  be  call’d  for, 
and  who  would  not,  in  all  probability, 
deliver  any  but  fuch  as  ferv’d  their  own 
purpofe ;  upon  the  day  appointed  to 
confider  of  the  date  of  the  war,  eleven 
queftions  are  brought  into  the  houfe  rea¬ 
dy  penn’d,  and  all  number’d,  and  put 
into  the  hands  of  proper  perfons,  who 
mov’d  them  in  a  very  decent  order ;  and 
without  any  more  ceremony,  the  par¬ 
liament,  in  an  hour’s  time,  judg’d  and 
cenfur’d  the  late  Emperor,  the  prefen t 

Emperor, 


*  Dscemb.  zo>  1711, 


f  Jar:.  31. 


(  z5  ) 

Emperor,  the  king  of  Portugal,  and  the 
States  General ;  with  all  whom  it  had 
been  fo  lately  declar’d,  that  a  ftridt 
friend/hip  and  good  correfpondence  was 
above  all  things  to  be  cultivated,  to 
render  the  peace  fecure  and  lafting. 

This  was  a  handfome  Eep  for  one 
day,  and  a  good  preparative  for  what 
was  to  follow  ;  but  as  the  giving  up 
Spain  was  the  great  /fumbling  block  that 
was  to  be  remov’d,  fomething  more  was 
necefiary  to  be  done  ;  another  is  appoint¬ 
ed  for  confidering  the  /fate  of  the  war, 
and  there  feveral  refolutions  are  made, 
ufher’d  in  the  fame  manner,  Eating  the 
expence  of  the  war  in  Spain,  which  is 
there  represented  to  be  mold  extrava¬ 
gant,  and  to  havecoft  an  immenfe  fum, 
and  fuch  as  the  nation  cou’d  not  any  lon¬ 
ger  poffibly  endure ;  by  this  means  the 
way  is  pav’d  for  giving  up  Spain,  and 
what  had  been  long  before  agreed  to, 
but  conceal’d,  was  now  brought  to  ma¬ 
turity. 


(  26  ) 

turity,  and  began  publickly  to  be  avow’d 
and  fupported. 

> *  * 

In  a  fhort  time  afterwards  the  terms 
of*  a  general  peace  are  communicated, 
wherein  the  giving  up  Spain'  and  the 
Indies  appears  to  be  almoft  the  only 

thing  that  was  fully  agreed  to,  and  con¬ 
cluded  i  but  the  loyal  commons,  full  of 
indignation  againft  the  allies,  and  aggriev¬ 
ed  with  the  great  burthen  of  the  Spanifh 
war,  with  *  hearts  full  of  gratitude  for 
what  has  already  been  obtain  dy  which 
feem’d  to  be  nothingbut  a  French  renun¬ 
ciation,  want  words  to  exprefs  the  fatis- 
fablion,  with  which  they  received  the  good 
news  of  a  propofal,  for  giving  Spain  to 
king  Philip,  which  was  to  execute 
itfelf. 

I  have  neither  room,  nor  time  here, 

to  enter  into  a  j unification  of  the  allies, 

and 


*  'June.  6.  I  7 1  I . 

*  Commons  Addrcfs,  June  6.  1 7 1  k 
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and  to  {hew  the  fallities  and  mifrepre- 

*1 

lentations  of  the  date  of  the  war  in  all 
its  parts  ;  The  States-General,  fenfible 
of  the  injuldice  that  was  done  them,  re- 
prefented  their  cafe  in  a  memorial  to 
the  queen,  which  fully  prov’d  they 
were  wrongfully  charg’d,  by  the  votes 
and  refolutions  of  the  boufe  of  com¬ 
mons  ;  This  indeed  was  not  to  be  en¬ 
dur’d,  that  any  body  Ihould  dare  to  un¬ 
deceive  the  world;  The  memorial  there¬ 
fore  is  firil  call’d  a  *  pretended  memo¬ 
rial,  and  then  voted  a falfe,fcandalous  and 
malicious  libel ;  and  Mr.  Buckley,  author 
of  the  Daily  Courant ,  who  printed  it, 
taken  into  cujlody  of  the  ferjeant  at  arms ; 
fuch  confummate  juftice  all  have  met 
with  who  dar’d  to  fpeak  unfeafonable 
truths,  either  within  doors,  or  without. 
The  States-General,  I  preiume,  efcap’d 
an  exprefs  cenfure,  becaufe  her  majefty 
had  this  feffion  declar’d  T  their  interejl 


*  April.  8.1712  t  Dccemb .  7,  1711. 


infeparable from  her  own ,  and  the  parlia¬ 
ment  had  concur’d  with  her  in  it. 

The  next  thing  I  fhall  remark  of  this 

'  ’  *  , 

parliament,  is,  the  methods  they  took 
to  recommend  themfelves  to  the  people ; 

this  they  labour’d,  by  endeavouring  to 

>  '  '  ■ '  ^ 

detect  great  frauds,  and  abufes,  and  mis¬ 
applications  of  publick  money,  during 
the  late  adminiftrationj  their  difcoveries 
are  all  fumm’d  up,  in  a  general  repre¬ 
fen  tat  ion  to  the  queen ;  of  which  I  will 
venture  to  affert,  that  all  the  particulars 
confift,  either  of  falfities,  or  miftakes, 
or  mifreprefentations  ;  and  that  where- 

%  i  ' 

ever  the  fadt  is  true,  the  fame  things 
have  been  done  again  by  the  prelent 
miniftry,  and  either  jollified  or  not  ani¬ 
madverted  upon  by  this  parliament, 

* 

The  great  indance  is,  that^.  35,000, 
000.  were  not  accounted  for ;  but  this 
charge  has  been  fo  fully  confuted,  and 
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it  has  been  fo  evidently  prov’d,  that  of 

4 

the  3  5  millions,  accounts  had  been  duly 
render’d  for  all  but  4  millions,  which 
is  much  fhort  of  one  year’s  fupply,  to 
which  the  lead;  anfwer  has  never  been 
given  j  that  ’tis  needlefs  to  enlarge  upon 
that. 


But  here  may  be  feen  a  true  fpecimen 
of  the  candor  and  juftice  of  this  houfe 
of  commons.  The  two  uies  that  were 
to  be  made  of  this  vote,  were  to  raife  a 
clamour  in  the  country,  and  to  come  at 
a  cenfure  of  the  late  lord  treasurer, 
whom  they  voted  *  guilty  of  a  notorious 
breach  of  trujl,  and  high  injufice  to  the 
nation ,  for  not  compelling  the  refpettive 

o 

accountants  to  pafi  their  accounts .  If 
he  was  guilty,  it  muft  be  by  fending 
orders  or  warrants  to  the  Deputy  Re¬ 
membrancer  to  (lay  procefs.  This  the 

E  2  houfe 


Jpril  28th,  17 10. 
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borne  of  commons  was  fenfible  of,  and 
therefore,  in  order  to  have  the  whole 
matter  before  them,  on  Thurfday  the 
26th  of  April,  1711,  they  order’d  the 
Deputy  Remembrancer  to  lay  before  the 
houfe,  what  orders  he  had  receiv'd  for 

V/ 

flaying  or  ijj'uing  procefs  againfi  accoun¬ 
tants.  On  Tuefday  following,  the  1ft 
of  May,  the  Deputy  Remembrancer  pre¬ 
fen  ts  the  faid  orders  and  warrants ;  but 
otir  worthy  patriots,  impatient  of  de¬ 
lay,  on  Saturday  the  28th  of  April,  re¬ 
fum’d  the  coniideration  of  this  affair, 
and  proceeded  £0  judge  and  cenfure,  be¬ 
fore  the  only  evidence,  which  could  fet 
this  matter  in  a  true  light,  was  before 
them,  which  they  themfelves  had  call’d 
for,  and  which  prov’d  a  full  juftification 
of  the  perfon,  whom  they  thought  it 
neceffary  fir  ft  to  hang,  and  then  to  try. 

The  next  article  is  the  debt  of  the 
navy:  this  too  has  been  fo  fully  ex¬ 
plain’d 


(  31  ) 

plain’d,  that  it  needs  no  further  juftifi- 
cation :  but  this  gave  the  parliament 
occafion  to  declare,  that  *  exceeding  the 
■parliamentary  provifons  was  a  new  and 
illegal  practice,  and  a  dangerous  inva/ion 
of  the  rights  of  parliament .  It  is  aim  oil 
incredible,  that  immediately  after  this, 
the  exceedings  of  the  two  next  years 
Ihou’d  be  greater,  and  lefs  j  uftifiable, 
than  in  any  of  the  former  years. 

The  expence  of  the  navy  for  the  year 
17 1 1,  exceeded  the  fupply  granted  for 
that  fervice,  above  600,000 1.  as  appears 
by  the  eftimate  of  the  debt  of  the  navy, 
at  Michaelmas  1711,  given  into  par¬ 
liament. 

The  debt  of  the  navy  at  Chriftmas 
laft,  as  given  into  parliament,  with  the 
deficiency  of  laft  year’s  funds,  was  above 
700,000 1.  In  both  thefe  years,  the 

parliament 


*  Reprefentations,  May  2 4th,  1710. 
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parliament  made  the  fame  provifion 
for  the  navy,  as  in  any  year  of  the  war ; 
and  the  world  muft  needs  be  fenfible, 
what  great  fervices  have  been  done  at  fea 
thefe  laft  two  years ;  but  both  thofe 
accounts  of  exceedings  have  been  laid 
before  this  parliament,  and  no  notice 
taken  of  them. 

By  an  account  from  the  exchequer  of 
the  fums  voted  and  rais'd,  and  fums  re¬ 
ceiv'd  and  iffued for  the  year  1712,  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  the  laft  year’s  expence  ex¬ 
ceeded  the  fupplies,  by  above  half  a 
million ;  a  pretty  reafonable  exceed¬ 
ing  for  fuch.  a  pacific  year;  and  altho’ 
all  thefe  accounts  lay  upon  the  table, 

to  be  perufed  by  the  members,  not  one 
word  of  notice  is  taken  of  them. 

The  whole  expedition  to  Quebec  and 
Canada  was  an  exceeding,  for  which  no 
fupply  was  ever  yet  demanded,  or  gran¬ 
ted,  in  parliament ;  and  tho’  fo  much 

has 
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lias  been  fa  id  of *  *  fupplying  provifions  to 
land  forces  on  board,  the  fame  was  done 
in  this  cafe,  and  likewife  for  the  regi¬ 
ments  that  were  fent  to  Spain  at  the  lat¬ 
ter  end  of  the  year  1 7 1  o ;  for  which 
no  de dud  ion  has  been  yet  made,  out  of  the 
pay  of  the  forces,  nor  any  thing  reajjign  d 
to  the  victualling ;  and  what  is  molt 
ftrange,  thefe  fervices  were  under  con- 
fideration,  and  going  on,  at  the  very 
time  that  the  parliament  was  cenfuring 

the  late  miniftry,  for  the  very  fame 
mealures. 

Another  method  of  making  this  par¬ 
liament,  and  their  great  diredors,  popu¬ 
lar,  and  at  the  fame  time  leaving  a 
heavy  imputation  upon  the  late  minift- 
ry,  was  *  calling  for  an  account  of  all 
the  publick  debts,  which  were  ftated  to 
be  more  than  nine  millions,  and  difcharg- 


*  Ditto  Reprefentation. 

*  Dec.  7th.  1710. 
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ging  them  'without  any  further  charge  t& 
the  people ;  that  the  debt,  at  Michaelmas , 
1710,  was  under  feven  millions,  is  too 
notorious,  to  be  difputed ;  that  it  was 
fwell’d  to  above  nine  millions,  by  near 
three  millions  being  granted,  in  aid  of 
i  the  fupplies  of  that  year,  and  computed 
into  the  grofs  fum,  from  the  nature  of 

the  project,  is  as  well  known  :  but  be 
the  debt  what  they  pleafe  ;  to  fay  it  is 
paid  off,  and  without  any  charge  to  the 
people,  is  beyond  my  apprehenfion 

The  debt  was  due  in  the  feveral  offices, 
and  fecur’d  to  the  creditors,  by  nation¬ 
al  credit,  on  proper  debentures,  bills 
and  certificates,  that  carry’d  an  filtered: 
of  61.  per.  cent.  How  is  this  debt  now 
difeharg’d  ?  By  being  transfer ’d  to  the 
General  Mortgage,  which  is  now  made 
a  fecurity  for  paying  the  fame  interefi: 
as  before ;  if  a  man  owes  a  thoufand 
pounds  upon  his  bond,  or  any  other 

perfonal 


*  V  - 
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bcrfonal  fecurity,  and  afterwards  mort- 
o-ao-es  his  eftate  for  better  fecuring  the 

t> 

principal,  and  in  ter  eft;  will  any  man 
fay,  that  by  this  means  he  has  paid  oft 
or  difcharg’d  his  debt  ?  or  is  he  not  in 
truth  as  much  in  debt  as  before  ?  but 
if  this  project  comes  to  be  throughly  un- 
derftood,  it  will  ftill  appear  in  a  very 
different  light,  from  what  the  authors 
of  it  labour  to  reprefent  it ;  the  funds  of 
the  general  mortgage  were  before  engag’d 
to  the  year  1716;  and  therefore  could 
not,  till  that  time,  be  apply’d  towards 
paying  the  intereft  of  the  South  Sea 
Stock;  The  annual  intereft  thereof,  is 
above  570,000/.  which  muft  till  then 
be  paid  out  of  the  fupplies  granted  for 
the  fervice  of  each  current  year,  as  it  has 
hitherto  been  done,  and  by  the  votes 
of  this  feflions  we  fee  540,000/.  granted 
exprelly  for  this  fervice  which  is  more 
than  i2d.  in  the  pound  of  the  land  tax, 
or  the  whole  neat  produce  of  the  malt 

F  tax. 


tax,  applied  to  pay  the  intereft  of  a  debt, 
which  is  faid  to  be  paid  off,  without  lay¬ 
ing  any  burthen  upon  the  people ;  be- 
lides,  it  the  people  were  not  to  be  year¬ 
ly  tax’d  for  this  intereft ;  who  that  has 
any  tegai  d  for  pofterity,  will  lay,  that 
granting  fuch  a  confiderable  fund  in  per¬ 
petuity,  which  wou’d  otherwife,  in 
three  years,  have  been  at  liberty,  for 
any  future  neceffities  of  the  public  •,  is 

not  laying  a  heavy  burthen  upon  the 
people  ? 

Thus  we  fee  how  the  public  debts 
have  been  paid  by  this  parliament.  In 
the  fame  manner,  do  they  talk  of  re- 
p;  w.g  credit  1  wre  all  know,  at  what 
time,  and  to  what  a  degree,  the  docks 
iunk  at  once,  that  nothing  lince,  not 
even  peace  itfolf,  has  been  able  to  raife 
them  to  their  former  value ;  and  I  am  at 
a  lols  to  guefs  what  they  mean,  who 
talk  ,of  rejloring  credit ;  unlefs  it  was  by 

making- 

O 
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making  all  Exchequer  Bills,  Specie  Bills ; 
there  was  indeed  a  very  great  difcount 
upon  non  Specie  Bills,  occafioned  by  the 
change  of  the  miniftry,  the  parliament 
granted  45000  L  per  Ann .  for  circulating 
Exchequer  Bills  and  making  all  bills  Spe¬ 
cie  Bills ;  and  by  that  means  indeed  they 
did  reduce  the  great  difcount  they  had 
brought  upon  them,  and  for  45000  /. 
per  Ann .  did  reftore  credit  in  the  fmgle 
enhance  of  Exchequer  Bills . 

And  now  I  am  upon  money  matters, 
I  beg  leave  to  mention  one  thing,  which 
perhaps  has  not  been  conlidered  by  many ; 
what  the  feveral  prorogations  of  this 
feffion,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  13th 
of  April  lafl ,  did  actually  coft  the  nation ; 
the  ufual  time  for  the  meeting  of  the 
parliament,  and  even  the  lateft,  accord¬ 
ing  to  tSie  mod  modern  cuftom,  hath 
been  before  Chriftmas ;  I  prefume,  it 
will  not  be  denied  me,  but  before  that 
time,  this  laft  year, 

F 


o 


after  the  repeated 
ceffation 


/ 
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ceffation  of  arms  both  by  land  and  Tea* 
and  after  the  duke  of  Ormond’s  orders  to 
withdraw  from  the  army  and  leave  the 
allies  to  the  mercy  of  France,  all  things 
were  fo  thro  ghly  agreed  betwixt  Eng¬ 
land  and  France ,  that  the  peace  was  in 
effect  concluded  betwixt  us,  or  at  icaft 
that  we  were  entirely  fatisfied,  that  there 
could  be  no  further  danger  of  any  war 
betwixt  the  two  nations,  the  obilruc- 
tions,  and  delays  to  ngning  the  peace, 
arifing  only  from  t  obftin  acy  of  fome 

of  the  allies,  and  a  refdefs  •  faction 
at  home  ;  if  this  be  true,  and  the  parlia¬ 
ment  had  been  buffered  to  meet,  the  ex¬ 
pence  might  from  that  time  have  been 
reduced,  and  the  fame  force  that  has 
been  judged  neceiTary  for  our  fecurity, 
both  by  fea  and  land,  for  the  laft  fix 
months  of  this  year,  had  been  equally 
fufficient  for  the  Jirft  fix  months,  and  no 
body  will  pretend  to  fhew  me  one  rea- 
fon  to  the  contrary  :  If  fo,  by  compa¬ 
ring: 

O 


has  made  for  the  jirji  fix  months  of  this 


for  the  la  ft  fix  months,  we  fhail  foon  fee 


what  might  have  been  five d  to  the 


nation,  if  the  parliament  had  been  per¬ 
mitted  to  fit  at  the  ufual  time. 


(a)  The  expence  of  30000  men  for  Sea 
fervice,  for  fix  months,  at  the  ufual  al 


fervice,  for  fix  months,  at  the  ufual  al 
l 0 usance  cf  above  2000000  L  per  Ann, 
for  400c  o  men,  will  amount  to  about 


750000  00  00 


[b)  There  was  granted  for  defraying 
the  charge  of  the  land  forces  in  her  ma- 
jeffs  f era) ice,  for  the  firjl  fix  months, 


Total  charge  cf  the  ill  Half  "V ear,  1386888  14  10 

O 


a  The  expence  of  10000  men  for 
fea  iervice  for  fix  months,  at  the 


fame  allowance,  will  amount  to  ( 

about  -  J 

(, b )  There  was  granted  for  land'] 
forces,  &c.  for  the  lait  fix  months  )*  27007  3  10  10 

of  this  year,  - -  J 

Total  expence  of  the  2d  half  year,  520073  10  10 

The  difference  is  ■ — —  866015  04  00 


This 


a  Voted  April  21,1713'.  b  Voted  May  9,1713* 
a  Voted  Ap.  21.  1733  b  Vet e&Mar.  10th.  3713- 
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This  proves  to  a  demonftration,  what 
the  late  prorogations  did  coft  the  nation, 
a  ium  almott  equal  to  the  neat  produce 
of  this  year’s  land  tax;  fuch  frequent 


prorogations,  and  Inch  unnechsry 
charges  upon  the  people,  might  have 
created  tome  uneaiinefs  in  a  Id's  loyal 


honje  of  commons ;  but  this  dutiful par- 
lu.aacii!,  v\  as  very  well  latisfied,  and. 


read 

I 

exp-: 


made  good  all  the  extraordinary 
s  teat  a  ad  been  made,  without 


■any  authority, 

*  j j 


or  con  lent  of  parliaments 


Before  i  leave  *  this  topic,  let  me 
make  one  general  obfervation ;  That 
this  houfe  of  commons,  who  thought 

o 

the  burthen  of  the  taxes  intollerable ; 
and  that  the  deplorable  circumftances 
of  the  nation  made  almoft  any  peace 
(Lfnaole  y  rais  q  and  levy7  d  more  money 
upon  tne  iubjedt  in  two  years,  in 
which  notning  at  all  has  been  done, 
than  was  rais’d  in  any  two  of  the  moil 

glorious 


I 


(  41  ) 

glorious  and  fuccesful  years  of  the  war  $ 
fuch  fums,  as,  if  they  had  been  apply ’d 
to  a  vigorous  prolecution  of  the  war, 
without  fuch  melancholy  and  reproach¬ 
ful  interruptions  as  we  have  feen,  had 
procur’d  us  indeed,  a fafe,  lafting  and, 
honourable  peace. 

But  the  gentlemen,  I  am  afraid, 
wou’d  take  it  ill  if  I  fhou’d  pafs  over 
in  fdence  the  perfons  they  thought 
worth  their  notice,  and  upon  whom 
they  beftow’d  fuch  particular  marks 
of  their  favour. 

The  duke  of  Marlborough  had  beaten 
France  too  often,  ever  to  be  forgiven  ; 
it  was  necelfary  he  fhou’d  be  dilgrac’d, 
or  the  fcheme  could  not  go  on ;  he 
was  too  conliderable  to  be  dropp’d 
quietly  ;  but  becaufe  his  public  fervices 
to  his  country  could  not  be  call’d  in 
queftion,  the  known  and  ufual  per¬ 
quisites 
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qtiifites  of  the  general  are  voted  public 
money,  and  to  be  accounted  for . 

\ 

And  that  it  might  be  thought,  that 
this  profecution  of  the  duke  of  Marl¬ 
borough  did  not  proceed  entirely  from 
party  malice,  they  vote,  that  the  two 
and  a  half  per  cent,  which  had  been  de¬ 
duced  from  the  pay  of  the  foreigners,* 
Jhoud  be  continued  for  the  year  1712, 
and  apply  d  for  the  fervice  of  the  war. 
This  had  an  appearance  of  faving  feme 
money  for  the  public,  but  what  was 
really  fav’d,  we  fhall  foon  fee ;  A  new 
general  is  appointed,  very  different 
from  the  laid;  A  general  as  the  Ex¬ 
aminer  fays,  that  knew  how  to  obey,  as 
well  as  to  command,  I  believe  he  did  j 
but  by  the  clamour  that  has  been  made 
in  the  world  of  the  vaft  incomes  and 
falaries  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough, 
during  the  time  he  ferv’d,  nobody 

fhou’d 
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wou’d  have  imagin’d,  that  the  new 
general  mud:  have  had  greater  ap¬ 
pointments  and  allowances  from  the 
public,  than  the  duke  of  Marlborough 
ever  had ;  hut  5000 1.  is  immediately 
paid  him  for  his  equipage,  which  the 
other  never  had ;  and  an  allowance  of 
600I.  per  menfem  for  his  table,  which 
the  duke  of  Marlborough  never  afk’d 
or  thought  of,  is  directed  by  warrant 
out  of  the  moneys  granted  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  war.  I  believe  when  this 
is  computed  and  added  to  the  fjocol. 
all  that  was  deducted  laft  year  for  the 
two  and  half  per  cent,  from  the  foreign¬ 
ers,  will  fall  ihort  of  making  it  good 
to  the  public ;  the  difference  then  is, 
the  foreigners,  by  treaty  gave  it  to  the 
duke  of  Marlborough  for  contingencies 
and  fecret  fervice,  the  parliament  cen- 
fure  his  accepting  it,  and  what  then  r 
Grant  it  themfelves,  or  which  is  the 
fame  thing,  the  miniftry  do  it  for  them, 

G 
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to  the  new  general,  and  this  for  equi¬ 
page,  and  table  money,  for  as  for 
iecret  fervice,  we  all  know,  there  was 
an  end  of  that,  and  yet  the  iooooh 
granted  for  that  fervice  laft  year  was 
hkewife  ilfu  d  to  our  peaceful  general, 
and  if  an  account  was  to  be  made  up  of 
all  the  falaries  and  incomes,  which 
this  general  received  laft  year,  from 
tiie  public,  they  would  as  far  exceed 
the  allowances  of  the  duke  of  Marl¬ 
borough  as  the  addons  of  one  out  do 
the  other.  I  will  not  take  upon  me  to 
make  up  the  account,  but  if  any  body 
will  give  himfelf  the  trouble  to  com¬ 
pute  what  is  the  income  of  a  lord  lieu¬ 
tenant  of  Ireland ,  of  colonel  of  the  frft 
regiment  of  foot  guards ,  of  a  regiment  of 
horfe,  of  general  and  commander  in  chief 
at  20I.  pci  day,  and  add  thefe  to  the 
fums  abovemention  d,  i  believe  a  good 
manager  might  farm  them  at  40000I. 
per  annum,  and  be  well  paid  for  his 

trouble.  The 
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The  lord  Townfhend  had  made  a 
treaty  for  fecuring  a  good  barrier  to  the 
dates,  and  the  proteftant  JucceJfion  in  the 
houfe  of  Hanover  to  thefe  kingdoms, 
thefe  were  great  obftacles,  and  fuch,  as 
the  kin-z  of  France  rauft  needs  infill, 
fhould  be  remov’d ;  what  then  could 
be  lefs  expedted,  from  fuch  good 
friends,  as  we  are  now  become  to 
France,  than  to  declare  the  man  an 
enemy  to  the  queen  and  kingdom,  who  had 
done  fuch  difagreeable  things  to  our  bell 

ally. 

Mr.  Walpole  had  been  often  very 

troublefome  in  the  houfe,  talk’d  of 
public  accounts,  which  he  pretended 
to  underhand,  and  would,  upon  all 
occafions,  be  defending  the  late  mini- 
ftry,  where  he  thought  them  clear,  and 
innocent;  Fie  muft  therefore  be  fent 
to  the  T* ower,  and  expel!’ d  the  houfe  to 
prevent  his  giving  this  parliament  any 

G  2  furthei 


further  trouble;  and  for  a  charge 
agai  n  ft  him,  or  any  body  elfe,  the  com~ 
r,i':fjioners  nj  accounts ,  who  have  by  this 
time  fufficicntly  convinc’d  the  world, 
that  they  are  or  no  me,  but  to  fully  the 
characters  of  thofe,  that  are  out  of 
power,  and  to  fcreen  the  iniquities  of 
thofe  that  are  in,  were  ready,  as  foon 
as  the  word  was  given,  to  cook  up  a 
complaint,  fufficient  for  the  prefent 
purpofe,  tho’  fdfify’d  by  pofitive  evi¬ 
dence  upon  oath ;  but  in  all  thefe  cen- 
fures,  it  has  10  happen’d  that  the  per¬ 
sons  concern’d  may  reckon  them  as  fo 
many  honours  done  them, 

I  mu  ft  not  forget  the  laft  piece  of 
civility,  that  this  courtly  houfe  of 
commons  paid  to  the  crown.  I  mean 
the  railing  500,000!.  to  pay  the  debts 
of  tne  civil  lift.  I  will  not  enter  into 
an  account  how  this  debt  came  to  be 
contracted,  ’tis  notorious  and  every  officer 
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of  the  houfhold  can  teftify  this  truth, 
that  their  arrears  are  at  leaft  double  of 
what  they  were  at  the  change  of  the 

miniftry;  ’Tis  very  well  known,  that 
there  was  iffued  in  the  firfl  eight  years 
of  her  majefty’s  reign,  out  of  the  civil 
lift  funds,  to  the  ufe  of  the  war,  and 
other  public  occaftons,  above  500,0001. 
which  very  eafily  accounts  for  the  debt 
incurred  in  that  time.  I  make  no  doubt, 
but  there  have  been  large  and  very  ex¬ 
traordinary  iflues  made  lince ;  I  do  not 
fuppofe  for  thefervice  of  the  war;  per¬ 
haps  for  obtaining  and  juftifying  this 
wonderful  peace;  tho’  methinks,  ’tis 
hard  that  France  fhould  not  pay  that 
reckoning;  which  altho’  I  can  give 
no  account  of,  I  make  no  doubt  but 
they  that  were  fo  ready  to  pay  the  debt 
had  their  reafons  for  fo  doing,  and  can 
in  a  great  meafure  account  for  the  con¬ 
tracting  of  it ;  whether  they  were  in¬ 
duced  to  pay  this  debt,  for  the  fhare 
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they  have  had  of  it,  or  what  they 
to  have,  towards  enabling  them  to 
carry  theirnext  elections  is  not  material, 
hut  trs  certainly  a  mod  dangerous  pre¬ 
cedent,  to  be  mortgaging  the  funds, 
that  are  fettled  for  the  fupport  of  the 
civil  lifts  which  by  degrees  may  all  be 
fo  far  engaged,  and  granted  away, 
that  a  land  tax  or  a  malt  tax  muft  be 
made  at  laft  an  hereditary  revenue  for 
fupport  of  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
the  crown. 

I  muft  not  omit  the  Angular  beha¬ 
viour  of  this  parliament  in  relation  to 
the  treaty  of  commerce ,  I  do  not  intend 
to  enter  into  a  difquifttion  of  the  treaty, 
and  fhew,  how  deftrudlive  it  was  to 
the  trade  of  Great  Britain,  in  all  its 
parts,  that  was  fo  well  underftood,  by 
all  fenfible  men  about  this  town,  and  I 
hope  will  be  fo  thoroughly  underftood, 
by  all  the  trading  parts  of  the  kingdom, 

that 


Sir 
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that  they  will  either  eled  none,  that 
gave  the  leaf!;  countenance  to  fuch  a 
pernicious  bill,  or  give  them  fuch  in- 
ftrudions,  to  oppofe  any  future  attempt 
of  that  kind,  that  there  fhall  be  no 
danger  of  the  treaty’s  being  rendered 
effectual ;  But  what  is  remarkable,  is 
the  condud  of  the  houfe  of  commons 
upon  this  occalion,  they  were  zealous 
for  the  treaty  of  commerce  in  every  ftep, 
and  would  bear  no  oppofition  till  they 
came  to  the  queffion  of  engrofling  the 
bill,  by  that  time  petitions  from  all 
pai ts  of  the  countiy  began  to  alarm 
them,  and  whether  out  of  a  regard  to 
the  good  of  their  country,  or  an  ap- 
prehenfion  of  lofing  their  next  eledions, 
I  will  not  determine,  but  a  fudden  turn 
was  taken,  and  the  bill  rejeded,  and 
here  was  an  end  at  once  of  all  the  won¬ 
derful  advantages  that  Great  Britain 
was  to  reap  from  this  celebrated  peace; 
But  rejeding  the  bill,  was  not  fo  trivial 
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a  matter,  it  gave  too  great  offence, 
and  fomething  muft  be  done  to  give 
fatisfaftion  for  this  firft  inftance  of 
difloyalty. 

The  fame  gentlemen  therefore,  who 
had  been  inftrumental  in  rejecting  the 
bill,  muft  now  make  an  healing  addrefs 
and  attene  by  the  lofs  of  their  reputa¬ 
tions,  for  the  good  fervice  they  had 
dared  to  do  their  country ;  having  at 
the  opening  of  the  feffions  congratulated 
the  queen  upon  the  conclufion  of  a 
peace,  which  they  then  knew  nothing 
ofj*  they  exprefs  now  their  thankfulnefs 
for  the  terms  and  conditions  of  it,  which 
they  had  juft  rejected,  as  dangerous 
and  pernicious  to  the  kingdom :  But 
they  fay,  •j-  fo  good  a  foundation  of 
trade  was  laid,  as  might  be  farther  im¬ 
proved,  to  the  advantage  of  the  kingdom, 

which 


*  Addrefs,  June  23,  1713. 
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which  they  dcfire  may  be  perfected,  and Jb 
explained,  as  fully  to  anfwer  her  majejly  s 
good  intentions  for  the  good  and  welfare 
of  her  people.  What  a  mockery  is  here, 
and  plain  contradiction  to  all  common 
fenfe?  But  how  it  was  underftood  at 
court,  is  plain  by  the  queen’s  anfwer, 

*  die  thanks  them,  for  fully  exprefjing 
their  approbation  of  the  treaties  of  peace 
and  commerce,  and  promifes  than  not  to 
improve,  perfect,  or  explain ;  but  to 
fecure  to  them  the  benefits  and  advantages, 
'which  with  great  difficulty,  had  been  ob¬ 
tained  *  for  her  fubjedls ;  and  for  this 
tnofi  gracious  anfwer,  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  return  their  mojl  humble  thanks-, 
thereby  confeffing,  they  did  fully  ap¬ 
prove  the  treaty  of  commerce,  which 
they  had  juft  rejedted,  and  that  all  they 
defired,  was  to  have  thofe  fame  advan¬ 
tages  in  trade  fecured  to  them,  which  - 
for  want  of  underftanding,  they  had 

H  fo 

*  Queen's  anfwer  to  the  lull  Addrefs. 
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fo  lately  miftaken  for  great  mifehiefs, 
and  unavoidable  deftruction,  to  all  the 
manufactures  of  Great  Britain  ;  but  by 
thefe  fteps  and  what  was  faid  at  the 
conclufion  of  this  feffion,  there  is  one 
thing  the  people  of  England  may  be 
very  fure  of;  that  this  fame  treaty  of 
commerce  neither  explained,  improved 
nor  perfected,  and  no  other  will  be  laid 
before  the  next  parliament;  and  no 
endeavours  wanting  to  carry  it  thro’ 
and  render  it  effectual. 

Such  recantations,  as  this  feems  to 
be,  are  a  little  new  in  parliament :  and 
I  was  at  a  lofs  to  find  any  thing  like  it, 
till  this  parliament  furnifhed  me  with 
a  precedent,  in  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  a  duty  upon  leather  was 
moved,  and  preffed  by  the  court,  but 
rejected  as  grievous  to  the  people.  This 
was  refented  in  a  very  high  manner : 
but  a  little  difcipline  foonmade  amends, 

and 
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and  the  fame  gentlemen  who  voted 
again  ft  a  duty  upon  leather  ,  aflecd  pardon 
and  obliged  the  court  with  their  votes 
for  a  duty  upon  hides  and  jk ms  tann  d 
taw'd  or  drejjed . 

Some  fhort  account  of  the  fecret  hif- 
tory  of  this  treaty  of  commerce  may  not 
be  improper  and  may  ferve  to  enlighten 
the  world  concerning  it.  When  it  was 
firft  published,  and  objedtions  againft  it 
arofe,  it  was  entertained  by  our  great 

?nen  as  a  thing  very  indifferent  to  them, 

« 

and  for  which  they  w  ei*o  no  y 
cerned;  but  defired  the  bill  might  take 
its  fate,  as  it  ihould  be  judged  advan¬ 
tageous,  or  prejudicial  to  the  nation ; 
when  the  eighth  and  ninth  articles  came 
to  be  better  confidered,  and  it  was  ma- 
nifeft  to  every  body,  that  the  plain 
fenfe  and  meaning  of  them,  could  no 
ways  be  underftood,  but  to  the  preju¬ 
dice  of  Great  Britain;  thefe  were  called 

H  2  factious 
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factious  conflrudlions,  and  fuch  as 
France  never  means  or  defigned ;  and 
upon  application  of  the  Eaft  India  com¬ 
pany,  it  was  promifed  them,  that  an 
explanation  fhould  be  procured  from 
1  ranee,  in  a  week  s  time,  entirely  to 
their  fatisfa&ion.,  But  this  explanation 
was  never  fince  heard  of ;  there  were 
feveral  inftrudions  given  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  for  claufes  to  enad  the  French 
king’s  meaning;  but  the  uneafinefs 
Fill  increafing,  and  a  general  difeontent 
arifing,  the  next  expedient  was  to  drop 
the  bill ;  and  this  was  promifed  in  a 
letter  wrote  to  the  fpeaker  for  that  pur- 
pofe;  but  France  ftill  perfiffing,  no 
explanation  can  be  had,  either  to  eafe 
the  prefent  difficulty;  or  any  hopes 
given,  of  fuch  alterations  againft  another 
parliament,  as  might  quiet  the  minds 
of  the  people.  What  then  was  to  be 
done  ?  They  who  feemed  fo  indifferent 
at  the  beginning,  can  no  longer  difguife 

them  lei ves; 
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themfelves ;  new  orders  are  given  on  a 
fudden  and  the  bill  mull  be  carried  thro’ 
with  a  fpirit,  for  France  would  have 
it  fo ;  and  fo  little  did  they  doubt  of 
fuccefs,  that  the  French  Ambalfador  had 
an  exprefs  ready  booted  to  fend  the  good 
news  of  palling  the  bill  to  France;  a 
bonfire  piled  before  Somerfet  Houfe  gate, 
and  Jones’s  guns  ready  loaded  to  eecho 
the  glad  tidings  from  t’otherlide  of  the 

water:  and  with  good  reafon  was  all 
this  preparation  made ;  for  the  bill  was 
rejected  but  by  nine  votes ;  fo  narrowly 
did  the  trade  of  Great  Britain  and  all 
its  manufactures  efcape  the  molt  fatal 
blow  that  ever  was  attempted  to  be 
given  them. 

* 

But  ’tis  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that 
fuch  attempts  as  thefe  have  been  made, 
and  that  the  good  nature  of  the  houfe 
of  commons  is  fo  much  relied  upon; 
There  was  nothing  that  the  people  of 

England 
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England  have  been  better  pleated  with, 
than  the  delivering  up  Dunkirk,  and 
the  hopes  of  its  demolition  •,  This  feems 
to  be  expredy  provided  for,  in  the 
treaty  of  peace ;  and  that  it  iliouid  be 
done,  within  five  months,  alter  the 
conditions  of  peace  are  concluded  and 
figned,  but  there  follows  an  exception, 
that  the  demolition  fin  all  not  be  begun, 
till  the  equivalent  for  it  is  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  king  of  France ;  This 
naturally  led  the  houfe  of  commons  to 
enquire  by  an  addrefs.  *  what  the 
equivalent  was  to  be  for  the  demolifhing 
Dunkirk,  or  in  cafe  it  was  not  demolifhed , 
what  was  ftipulated  concerning  it-,  for 
’tis  obfervable,  that  this  equivalent  is 
no  where  mentioned  either  in  the  treaty 
of  peace  betwixt  England  and  France, 
or  France  and  Holland. 


*  June  3  d,  1713. 
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In  about  *  three  weeks  after,  an  an- 
fwer  comes  to  this  addrefs,  that  the 
equivalent,  which  was  to  be  given  for 
Dunkirk,  was  already  in  the  hands  oj  the 
French  king.  And  is  it  credible  that 
fuch  an  anfwer  to  this  addrefs  fhould 
prove  fatisfa&ory  ?  or  is  any  man  in 
England  a  jot  the  wifer,  or  does  he 
know  at  all  the  more,  what  is  this  equi¬ 
valent,  or  what  is  to  become  of  Dun¬ 
kirk  ?  If  the  equivalent  is  in  the  hands 
of  France,  why  are  not  the  works  begun 
to  be  demolifhed  ?  The  peace  was  figned 

the  laid  of  March,  0.  S.  The  works 

< 

towards  the  fea  were  to  be  demolifhed 
in  two  months,  thofe  towards  the  land 
in  three  months ;  the  equivalent  we  are 
told  is  in  the  hands  of  France,  and  yet 
there  is  not  one  flroke  ftruck  now  in 
almoft  four  months,  in  order  to  the  de¬ 
molition  and  at  the  fame  time  the  houfe 

of 
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of  commons  is  not  only  fatisfied  with 
fuch  an  anfwer,  but  what  is  more 
llrange,  have  made  a  proviflon  for  the 
garrifon  of  Dunkirk  till  Chriftmas  next, 
and  granted  a  fupply  of  near  40000  /. 
for  that  purpofe.  After  this  what  can 
we  fuppofe  too  grofs  to  pafs  upon  this 
houfe  of  commons? 

I  will  conclude  with  one  general  re¬ 
mark  ;  that  this  houfe  of  commons  mu  ft 
be  confefled  to  be  a  fet  of  very  dutiful 
and  loyal  gentlemen  ;  who  out  of  prin¬ 
ciple  will  go  as  far  in  complying  with  all 
the  demands  of  a  miniftry,  as  any  that 
ever  went  before  them,  or  can  ever  fuc- 
ceed  them  :  but  I  would  not  have  it 
thought,  that  all  this  was  pure  loyalty ; 

a  little  regard  to  themfelves,  and  a  fmall 
fpice  of  intereft,  muft  be  allowed  to 
have  had  fome  fhare  in  influencing,  and 
procuring  all  this  dutiful  and  fubmiffive 
behaviour;  and  I  wonder  indeed  that 

thofe 
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tli ole  who  employed  them,  and  had  the 
benefit  of  their  profefi'ed  zeal  for  the 
prerogative,  did  not  confult  their  ho¬ 
nours  a  little  more  ;  than  fo  openly  and 
barefac’d,  at  the  end  of  each  feffions,  to 
be  rewarding  them  for  their  good  and 
faithful  fervice  It  was  never  known 
before,  that  days  were  fet  a  part  for  re¬ 
warding  members  of  parliament  with 
places  and  employments;  he  that  will 
look  upon  the  votes  of  the  laft  day  of 
the  firft  fefiion,  will  find  almoft  nothing 
done,  but  new  writs  ordered  in  the  room 
of  parliament  men,  who  had  received 
their  wages  for  their  paft  years  fervice ; 
and  to  fuch  a  pitch  were  they  come  at 
lafi,  that  at  the  end  of  the  fecond  fef- 
fion,  when  the  queen’s  fpeech  was  made, 
and  the  fefiion  clofed,  to  all  other  intents 
and  purpofes,  both  houfes  are  ordered 
to  adjourn  themfelves  for  eighteen  days, 
as  if  fomething  extraordinary  was  ftill 

I  behind. 


ms; 

I 
■ 

(  *0  ) 

behind,  that  mignt  require  the  fitting 
of  the  parliament ;  but  when  the  day 
comes,  nothing  is  done,  but  a  fecond 
lift  of  loyal  members  preferred,  is  pro¬ 
duced  y  and  the  vacancies  of  patriots 
turned  courtiers,  are  by  new  writs  or¬ 
dered  to  be  filled  up-  that  thcfe  dutiful 
members  might  be  ready  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  next  left] on,  to  ierve  thole 
that  had  fo  well  rewarded  them  for  their 
paft  fervices* 

^  A 

This  is  a  very  Abort  hiftory  of  this 
memorable  parliament ;  you  fee  the 
picture  in  miniature,  if  it  were  to  be 
drawn  at  whole  length,  and  to  the  life, 
it  would  furprife  you  more  ;  but  by  thii 
fample  the  freeholders  of  England  may 
judge,  by  what  means  this  parliament 
has  deferved  to  have  their  memory  tranf, 

Pitted  to  pofterity;  and  will  fureiy 
confider  well  of  their  paft  behaviour, 

before 


I 


(  61  ) 

before  they  choofe  thofe  again,  who  for 
the  chara&ers  of  loyal  and  dutiful  have 
facrificed  their  country  to  the  power  of 
France ;  which  can  end  in  nothing  but 
bringing  in  th z  pretender t  popery,  and 
f.avery. 


\ 


P  i  N  t  s. 


In  the  Prefs , 

A  HISTORY  of  the  Parliament,  from  the 
peace  of  Utrecht  to  the  death  of  George  II* 
Printed  for  G.  Kearfly,  tn  Ludgate-Street ;  and 
J.  Almon,  oppofite  Burlington- Houle  in  Piccadilly. 


i->ooKs  p)  intcd  for  J.  Almon,  oppoate  Bur- 
lin  gton-Houle  in  Piccadilly. 

1  .  *  V  » y  V  /  ■',’(*  *  ;  ,  J  ■ 

•*  .  »  v  -  ~  *  «  *4  -  \  »«v'  L  ■  .  *  ,  ;v 

1#  /\  Collection  of  the  mod  Intereding  Let- 

JljL-  ters  on  the  Government,  Liberty,  and  Condi* 
tution  of  England,  which  have  appeared  in  the  feveral 
News-Papers  horn  tne  time  Lord  Bute  was  appointed 
fitd  Lord  of  the  Treafury,  to  the  Death  of  the  late 
Earl  of  Egremont.  With  a  great  Number  of  Ori¬ 
ginal  Remarks  and  Explanatory  Notes.  Price  5  s. 
fewed. 


If  I  It  is  univerfally  known,  that  a  great  Number 
of  excellent  Letters,  on  the  mod  intereding  Subjects, 
nave  lately  appeared  in  the  feveral  News-Papers  j 
which  many  perfons  have  manifeded  a  drong  Defire 
of  preferving,  but,  to  their  very  frequent  Difap- 
pointment,  have  found  a  News-Paper  by  no  means  fit 
lor  the  purpofe  :  I  herefore  to  accommodate  all  thofe 
Perfons,  to  whom  fuch  fugitive  Pieces  have  been 
agreeable,  the  above  Defign  has  been  propofed  ;  as. 
the  mod  certain  Method  of  not  only  refeuing  them, 
from  Oblivion,  but  rendering  them  dill  more  really 
ufeful  and  entertaining.  It  is  prefumed,  they  will  be 
found  to  he  extremely  proper  for  all  Members  of  Par¬ 
liament  5  as  they  will  be  from  thence  enabled  to  form, 
as  far  aspoflible,  a  perfcCl  Knowledge  of  the  feveral  im¬ 
portant  1'oints,  which  have  lately  agitated  the  Public. 

’***  1  hofe  Gentlemen,  who  have  occafionally  fa¬ 
voured  the  Papers  with  their  Sentiments,  will  here 
have  the  Plea  lure  of  feeing  them  printed1  more  neat 
and  correct  than  a  News-Paper  could  pofiibly  ad¬ 
mit 


Books  printed  for  J.  Almon. 

mit,  and  likewife  illuftrated  with  a  great  V ariety  of 
original  Remarks  and  Notes.  Thefe  Volumes  con¬ 
tain  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-Seven  letters, 
placed  in  the  Order  of  Time  that  they  appeared. 

2.  An  Appendix  to  the  Review  of  Mr.  Pitt  s  Ad- 
miniftration.  Price  I  s. 

^  There  are  a  few  words  wanting,  as  well  to 
refute  fome  particular  charges  lately  brought  againft 
Mr.  Pitt,  as  to  do  juftice  to  his  glorious  and  immortal 
adminiftration,  which  it  is  the  defign  of  this  Appendix 
to  fupply.  As  it  is  impofiible  to  convey  thefe  pages 
into  the  hands  of  the  purchafers  of  the  feveral  editions 
of  the  Review,  by  adding  them  to  a  new  one,  the 
faireft  method  of  publication  feems  to  be  that  of  a 
feperate  one ;  fo  that  thofe  who  are  polTefTed  of  any 
edition  of  the  Review,  may,  if  they  think  proper,  add 
the  Appendix  to  it  which,  for  that  purpofe,  is 
printed  in  exactly  the  fame  iize  and  manner. 

3.  A  Review  of  Lord  Bute’s  Adminiftration.  By 
the  Author  of  the  Review  of  Mr.  Pitt  s.  Price  2  s. 

4.  A  Letter  to  the  Right  Hon.  Mr.  George  Gren¬ 
ville.  Price  1  s.  6d. 

ghtem  maxume  odifti ,  ei  maxume  obfequeris  :  aliud JlansT 
^  aliud  fedens ,  de  rep .  fentis  :  his  maledicis ,  illos  odiftiy 

levijjume  transfuga :  neque  in  hat ,  neque  in  ilia  parte 

fidem  hahes.  Salluft. 

A  Second  Letter  will  be  publifhed  in  a  few  days* 

*  *  •  *  ;  "  , 

v-  *  >  *  \.  •  !.  .  i  ,  1  i»  >  '' "  .  •  l  •  .  o  M 

5  The  True  Flower  of  Brimftone  :  extra&ed  from 
the  Briton,  North  Briton  and  Auditor :  and  humbly 
prefented  to  the  noses  of  the  Dukes  of  Cumberland* 
Devonfhire,  Newcaftle  and  Bedford.  The  Earls 
Temple,  Talbot  and  his  horse,  Bute,  Egremont, 
Halifax  and  Powis.  The  Bifhop  of  Gloucefter,  Lord 
vifcount  Barrington,  Lord  Mansfield,  Sir  John  Phillips, 


'J 

Sir  Francis  Dafhwood,  Matter  Elliot  and  Papa  ;  Henrt* 
Fox,  Henry  Bilfon  Legge,  George  Grenville, 
Kiqhard  Rigby,  William  Beckford,  William  Pjt, 
and  John  Wilkes,  Efqrs. 

Audire  ejl  opera;  pretium  illorum  impudentiam . 

'  ***  ^  J*  Alnion  begs  leave  to  acquaint  the 

public,  that  he  has  laid  in  a  large  Affortment  of  th«* 
JBeft  Stationary  wares:  cqnfifting  of  Ladies 
EtweeCafes  of  all  Sizes, with  beft  inftruments,  arid  curious 
locks,  very  neat.  Fine  red  Morocco  Letter  Cafes,  with 
lixverlocics,  or  allfizes,  for  both  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  : 
various  forts  of  Memorandum  Books;  Ivory  Memo¬ 
randum  Books,  both  written  and  plain ;  Variety  of 
Ebony  Ink  otands;  pewter,  book  and  fhagreen  ditto* 
Pen  and  Ink  Cafes  for  the  pocket,  Meffage  Cards  * 
gilt,  ornamented  and  plain ;  Meffage  Paper ;  Vifiting 
Tickets;  Playing  Cards;  Writing  Paper,  of  all 
prices  and  lizes,  plain  and  gilt ;  and  all  other  forts  of 
Paper.  The  Beft  Dutch  Sealing  Wax,  and  other 
forts  of  Wax;  The  beft  Black-lead  Pencils,  of  all 
fizes;  Superfine  Pounce;  Pounce-boxes;  Dutch  and 
clarified  Pens  and  Quills;  Variety  of  Shop  and  Pocket 
Books;  Japan  Ink,  Ink-powder,  Shining  Sand,  and 
all  other  articles  in  the  Stationary  Business, 


Likewife  all  New  Books ;  and  the  Works  of  the 
Principal  Authors  in  the  Englifh  Language  ;  together 
with  variety  of  Bibles, Prayer  Books,  and  School  Books, 
of  all  kinds.  Alfo  a  large  collection  of  Plays,  Political 
Pamphlets,  and  Prints. 


{&*  Gentlemen,  and  perfons  in  the  country,  ferved 
as  cheap  as  at  any  Iliop  in  London.  All  orders  by 
the  Stage  Coaches,  (which  go  by  his  door)  punctually 
obeyed;,  and  the  beft  of  every  article  fent,  at  the' 
loweft  price,  in  the  fame  manner  as  if  the  buyer 
was  in  town. 


